DIGITALEUROPE welcomes partial agreement on 
Horizon Europe and Digital Europe programmes 


Brussels, 17 April 2019 


DIGITALEUROPE congratulates the EU co-legislators for striking a deal on Horizon Europe and Digital Europe, 
two major funding programmes supporting future digital innovation. Reaching a first agreement before the 
May 2019 European Parliament elections was of utmost importance to ensure that the necessary 
implementation preparations could start on time. 


“With the Horizon Europe and Digital Europe programmes, the EU will get much-needed support to foster 
new tech solutions on many crucial issues, from cybersecurity to 5G”, explained Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, 
Director General of DIGITALEUROPE. “However, an ambitious programme is worthless without an adequate 
budget. The EU’s target is to spend 3% of its GDP on R&D and the budget of the two programmes should 
reflect this objective, to ensure that sufficient funding will be allocated to the digital future of Europe.” 


DIGITALEUROPE recalls that back in March 2018, European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker 
defended a budget between 120 and 160 billion euros for the research programme, much higher than what 
has been proposed in June for Horizon Europe and Digital Europe (respectively 94.1 and 9.2 billion euros). 
President Juncker’s figures have been supported by several reports and motions from both Commission and 
Parliament and we now call on Member States to agree on higher budgets. We will be following closely the 
MFF negotiations for the EU budget for 2021 to 2027 to ensure that the two programmes will have enough 
resources to deliver on their promises. 


Parallel to the budget negotiations, the Commission will now launch the R&I Strategic Plan to implement 
both programmes. As explained in a previous paper, our industry looks forward to contributing to this 
implementation plan. DIGITALEUROPE believes that the Strategic Plan must be the result of a transparent 
process with stakeholder consultation and dialogue during all its phases. The industry must be involved in 
the design of public-private partnerships through structured dialogue, consulted on the R&I missions, and 
represented in boards and other governance bodies or forums created to run them. Only a strong 
involvement of stakeholders will ensure the successful implementation of the Horizon Europe and Digital 
Europe programmes. 


For more information, please contact: 


Julien Chasserieau, Policy Manager 
+32 492 27 13 32 | julien.chasserieau@digitaleurope.org 


Lionel Sola, Director of Communications & Political Outreach 
+32 492 25 84 32 | lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org 
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DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest 
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE 
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and 
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the 
development and implementation of EU policies. 


DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total over 35,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 66 Corporate 
Members and 40 National Trade Associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our 


recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org 


DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 


Corporate Members 


Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arcelik, Bosch, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Facebook, 


Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., HSBC, Huawei, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, JVC Kenwood 


Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi 


Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, 


Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider 


Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Siemens Healthineers, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, 


Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Xerox. 


National Trade Associations 


Austria: |OO 

Belarus: INFOPARK 

Belgium: AGORIA 

Bulgaria: BAIT 

Croatia: Croatian Chamber of 
Economy 

Cyprus: CITEA 

Denmark: DI Digital, 1T-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 

Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique, 
Tech in France 
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Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 

Hungary: |VSZ 

lreland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Luxembourg: APSI 

Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR 
Norway: Abelia 

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 


Slovakia: ITAS 

Slovenia: GZS 

Spain: AMETIC 

Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikforetagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomforetagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, 
ECID 

Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK 


